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TABLE 1 
Senegalese Code of Relationships  

 
 
       Relationship to head of nucleus  
Relation 
to head                 0                1                2                3                4                5                6                7               8                9 
of                                 Head        Spouse        Child      Child of    Son/Daught.   Father/     Grand-      Brother/      Other         Non 
nucleus                                                                          Head only      in Law       Mother       child         Sister        relative      related 
 
0 Head                            00              01             02         03    04              05             06              07              08              09 
 
1 Spouse                      10 
 
2 Child                 20              21 

             Wife of son 
3 Child of Head          30 
 
4 S/D in Law                40 
 
5 Father/Mother   50                                                               57 

             Sister of mother 
6 Grandchild      60                      65 

        Mother of grandchild 
7 Broth/Sist     70                               72 

               Son of brother 
8 Oth. Relat.     80                                                   88 
 
9 Non-relative     90                                           98          99 
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TABLE 2 
Equivalence between the Gambian and Senegalese codes of relationship 

 
Gambian   % of rural   Senegalese  % of rural 
relationship    Gambia  equivalent  Tambacounda 
 
1,2 Head      9.5      00        10.4 
 
3 Wife/Husband           11.7  01, 10, 11       13.6 
 
4 Son/Daughter           37.3  02, 03, 20, 30       36.7 
 
5 Son’s Son/              4.7  06, 60, 22, 23,  | 
   Daughter        32, 33   |      7.8 
6 Daughter’s Son/             3.0   id., + 42, 43  |  
   Daughter 
7 Father/Mother    1.1     05, 50         1.4 
 
8 Mother’s Husband/             0.3      51          0.1 
   Father’s Wife 
9 Brother/Sister   4.7      07, 70         3.7 
 
10 Brother’s Son/   6.5      72, 73  | 
     Daughter        |   5.9 
11 Sister’s Son/   2.2      72, 73  | 
      Daughter 
12 Father’s Father/             0.05      55   | 
     Mother        |   0.002 
13 Mother’s Father/             0.03      55   | 
     Mother 
14 Father’s Brother/              0.3      57   | 
     Sister        |   0.01 
15 Mother’s Brother/              0.2      57   | 
     Sister 
16 Other Relatives            14.5     All other categories          17.7 

of relatives 
17 Non Related     3.6      09, 90, 19, 29, 39          2.6 

     49, 59, 69, 79, 89 
99 Unknown               0.4      99       0.1 
 

 
Total             100.0     100.0 
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TABLE 3 
Situation of residence, by type of nucleus  

Kolda and Tambacounda, both sexes together 
 
  

Type of nucleus                 Present     Absent      Visitor       Ns      % of Population 
  
 
    
Nucleus of            
    0  Head   95.03       4.69 0.28   573845        66.36   
  10  Spouse   84.63       3.43         11.94         670          0.08  
  20  Son/Daughter  94.31       3.78 1.91     56293          6.51  
  30  His son/daughter   93.62       4.58 1.81     48582          5.62   
  40  Son/Daughter in Law 93.76       3.34 2.90           5656          0.65   
  50  Father/Mother  93.52       4.38 2.09       4014          0.46 
  60  Grand son/daughter 91.46       4.05 4.50     18169          2.10 
  70  Brother/Sister  94.40       4.08 1.52     92370        10.68   
  80  Other relative   86.34       3.74 9.92     43307          5.01  
  90  Non relative  59.11       3.25         37.64     10763         1.24 
  99  Unknown   49.88       2.21         47.91       2035         0.24 
100  Other head  66.66       4.34          29.01       9087         1.05   
 
  
           
 TOTAL   93.45      4.46            2.09   864791     100.00  
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TABLE 4 
Indicators of Size and Complexity, by Ethnic Groups. 

Tambacounda and the Gambia 
 

Manding Poulars  Woloff  Sarakole  Total  
 
Average size  
 Kolda     12.0    10.5     11.3     16.0   10.8 
 Tambacounda    10.7        9.3    10.8     15.6     9.9 
 Gambia      9.3    10.2    12.1     21.0   10.5 
 
Median Age of Head 
  Kolda      50     48     46     53    48   
  Tambacounda     47     46     47     55    45     
  Gambia     47     47     47     52    48 
 
% with >1 married man 
  Kolda      36.4    41.5    39.9    48.7   37.2 
  Tambacounda     37.3    36.7    39.1    45.7     35.7 
  Gambia       8.7    15.9    15.2    18.9   12.0   
 
 % with >1 married woman 
  Kolda      66.5    62.9    69.1   69.9  62.3 
  Tambacounda     58.9    58.0    58.2   76.1  57.4 
  Gambia     52.8    58.2    65.1   82.3  57.0 
 
% Polygynous Male Head 
 Kolda      51.0    41.4    49.4    54.9   44.8 
 Tambacounda    40.2    35.0    45.7    48.9   37.7 
 Gambia    45.4    40.4    52.3    72.1   46.3 
 
% in immediate family 
  Kolda      58.0    61.4    60.2    50.2   60.4 
  Tambacounda     57.5    61.8    60.7    41.7   59.6 
  Gambia     59.3    61.8    64.1    47.8      58.6 
 
% Female Head 
 Kolda       4.7      3.1      2.9       3.0      3.9 
 Tambacounda       4.2      5.2      3.7     11.5     5.3 
 Gambia    16.4      8.5      7.0       6.2   12.8 
 
% with Non-Relatives 
  Kolda     13.8    13.8    34.9     18.3   15.0     
  Tambacounda      17.1    16.9    30.6    26.2   19.0 
  Gambia    14.3    15.8    17.7    18.5   15.4 
 
Number of households 
  Kolda   10,432  24,528    1,292      676  49,681 
  Tambacounda    3,043  16,493    2,376   2,352  33,393 
  Gambia   30,318  12,588    6,880   3,353  61,956 
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TABLE 5 

Male heads of nucleus, by relationship to the head of household and marital status  
in percent, Kolda and Tambacounda. 

 
Single   Mono-         Polygamist                   Other      Unknown       Total       

Relationship    gamist        N.S      2 wives   3+ wives.     
  
 

 Male Head 37.5 54.2  60.4 73.0 87.6 62.1 49.2 61.3 
 Spouse   0.0   0.1   0.0   0.1   0.2   0.0   0.0   0.1 
 Son    4.0 18.1 15.4 11.1   3.8   6.7 13.2 14.4 
 Son in Law   0.1   0.3   0.2   0.1          0.1   0.0   0.0    0.2 
 Father     0.1   0.3   0.4   0.2          0.3   0.8   0.6   0.3 
 Grandson    2.7   3.2    2.6   1.5   0.4   1.8   2.5   2.5 
 Brother   5.4 13.9 12.1   9.7   5.4 12.8   8.0 11.8 
 Other relative   8.5   4.3   3.9   2.0   0.8   6.5   6.7   3.6 
 Non-related 24.7     2.6   3.0   0.8   0.4   5.3 14.7    2.8 
 Other head  17.2     3.0   2.0   1.6     1.0   4.2   5.2   3.0 
 
 
TOTAL           100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0         100.0  
Ns             4299     75978       3360     32698     10235       2509  327      129406 
% of heads    3.3 58.7   2.6 25.3   7.9   1.9   0.2         100.0 
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TABLE 6 

Female heads and wife of heads of nucleus, by relationship to the head of household 
and marital status, in percent, Kolda and Tambacounda. 

 
Single   Mono-         Polygamist’s wife          Other      Unknown       Total       

Relationship    gamist        1st           2nd       3d or +.     
  
 

 Head    4.2   0.9    0.9   0.8   1.9 28.6   6.7   1.9 
 Wife of head 18.9 51.3 70.0 73.3 82.9   2.7 45.2 61.3 
 Spouse   0.1   0.0   0.0   0.2   0.2   0.2   0.0   0.1 
 Wife of spouse   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0   0.0  
 Daughter  34.1   2.2   0.9   1.3   1.1 11.9   4.7   2.3 
 Wife of son   3.6  17.5 10.6   9.0   3.6   0.2   9.8 12.0 
 Daughter in Law   0.4   0.8   0.7   0.3          0.2   0.7   1.8    0.6 
 Wife of son in law 0.0   0.3   0.1    0.2   0.1   0.0   0.0    0.2 
 Granddaughter   6.3   0.4    0.2   0.2   0.2   3.0   1.0   0.5 
 Sister   7.8   0.7   0.4   0.5   0.8 10.9   4.7   1.0 
 Wife of brother   2.7 13.6   9.3   8.4   4.8   0.3   7.0 10.1 
 Other relative 10.6   2.0   1.8   1.5   1.6 22.8   7.8   2.6 
 Wife  of oth. rel.    1.3   4.1   1.9   1.6     0.6   0.2    3.4   2.5  
 Non-related   3.2     0.3   0.2   0.3   0.2   3.1   1.3    0.4 
 Wife of non-rel.   0.1   1.7   0.5   0.3     0.2   0.0   1.6   0.9 
 Other head    5.1     0.5   0.5   0.4     0.5   4.2   1.8   0.7 
 Wife of oth. hd   0.2   0.3   0.3   0.4   0.4   0.0   0.3   0.3 
 
 
TOTAL           100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0         100.0  
Ns             2219     73622      51606     42810     12550       7097  387      189904 
% of heads  
and wives    1.2 38.8  27.2 22.5   6.6   3.7   0.0         100.0 
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TABLE 7 

Dependent males aged 12+, by relationship of their head of nucleus to the head of 
household and by marital status, in percent, Kolda and Tambacounda. 

 
Single   Mono-         Polygamist                   Other      Unknown       Total       

Relationship    gamist        N.S      2 wives   3+ wives.     
  
 

Nucleus of head  
  Spouse    0.0   0.0 24.0   5.1   0.1 10.0   0.0   0.2  
  Son  56.9 15.5  15.3 10.8 15.4 10.3 26.4 53.4 
  Son in law   0.0   0.1   0.4   0.0   0.0   0.1   0.0   0.0 
  Father    0.0   1.6   2.3   3.4   2.3 10.0   0.1   0.4 
  Grandson    4.8   3.3   3.5   2.3          1.5   3.0   3.5    4.7 
  Brother     7.6   7.5   5.1   7.8          7.7 21.4   7.8   7.9 
  Other relative   5.7   8.3    5.3 10.1 10.0 20.6    7.1   6.1 
  Non related   4.5 12.4   4.9 13.7   9.2 10.3   9.2   5.1 
  
Other nuclei 
  of spouse    0.1   0.1   0.2   0.0   0.8   0.1   0.1   0.1   
  of child    3.9   5.0   8.8   8.6    7.7   5.5   6.2   4.1 
  of in-law    0.3     0.1   0.4   0.8   0.8   0.2   0.2    0.3 
  of parent     0.9     0.7   1.6   0.3     0.0   0.8   1.1   0.9 
  of grandchild   1.2   2.1   1.6   2.3   3.1   1.8   1.3   1.3 
  of sibling    7.4   5.9 10.1   8.9 10.8   8.7   8.1   7.4 
  of other relative   5.0 30.8 10.9 17.5   9.2   4.8 26.8   6.3 
  of non-related   0.8   3.8   3.4   4.4   5.4   0.9   0.5   1.0 
  of other heads   0.8   3.1   2.3   4.1   6.2   1.6   1.7    0.9 
 
TOTAL           100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0         100.0  
Ns         110294       4977     567   642         130       2679       850      120139      
% of dependents 91.8   4.1   0.5   0.5   0.1   2.2.   0.7         100.0  
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TABLE 8 

Dependent females aged 12+, by relationship of their head of nucleus to the head of 
household and by marital status, in percent, Kolda and Tambacounda. 

(excluding heads of nucleus and their wives) 
 

Single   Mono-        ____Polygamist’s wife          Other      Unknown       Total       
Relationship    gamist        1st           2nd        3d or +.     

  
 

Nucleus of head  
  Daughter  66.9 14.5  17.7 21.6 13.5 10.3   3.6 26.5 
  Daughter in law   0.1   2.0   2.6   1.1   0.5   0.1   0.1   0.4 
  Mother    0.6   5.4   9.8   5.9 19.3 41.5   4.4 12.5 
  Granddaughter   4.1   1.9   2.2   1.3          1.8   1.4   1.5    3.0 
  Sister     2.8   2.9   4.8   3.3          5.8   7.1   3.6   4.0 
  Other relative   5.5 14.4   12.8 21.6 22.8 19.8  29.7 11.6 
  Non related   1.0   1.7   2.3   1.4   1.6   2.3   1.9   1.5 
  
Other nuclei 
  of spouse    0.1   0.2   0.2   0.3   0.4   0.1   0.3   0.1   
  of child    1.9 24.6 21.5 15.6  12.2   4.2   1.6   6.0 
  of in-law    0.4     0.9   0.7   2.1   1.5   0.3   0.4    0.6 
  of parent     0.7     0.4   0.3   0.4     0.7   0.7   0.6   0.6 
  of grandchild   1.3   3.8   2.8   2.3   2.0   2.0   1.7   1.9 
  of sibling    8.8 13.9 11.0 10.1   8.6 11.2 11.7 10.0 
  of other relative   4.8   9.1   7.5 10.4   6.8   4.6 14.3   5.7 
  of non-related   0.7   2.8   1.4   1.0   0.6   0.4   1.2   0.9 
  of other heads   0.5   1.6   2.4   1.7   1.9   0.7   0.6    0.8 
 
TOTAL           100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0      100.0         100.0  
Ns          39514        6661       2047       3485       1149     18851       1150        72857      
% of dependents 54.2   9.1   2.8   4.8   1.6 25.9   1.6         100.0  

 
 
 



 9

TABLE 9 
Median ages of men, by relationship and marital status  

Kolda and Tambacounda 
 
Marital Household  Sons in nucleus of__   Brothers in nucleus of      All men 
 status       heads the head     their own   the head their own 
Single          31      18  27        23                32  18  
Monogamist   46      32  29        31     33  37  
Polygynist with  
  Unknown #   48      35  30         33     37  40   
  2 wives           49      42  34        39     39  45  
  3+ wives         54      51  38        39     47  53 
Widower         60      48  31        57     47  60 
Divorced         46      36  30        43     39  41 
Other          45      33             33               38     42             39 
Unknown         51      31               30        34     40             34 
                                                                                                                                                 
 
Total          47      18     30        24       35     29 
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TABLE 10 
Median ages of female aged 12+, of heads and wives of heads and of 

their sons and  brothers,  by marital status  
Kolda and Tambacounda 

 
Marital  Household   Wife of        Wife of      Wife of                    All women 
 status       heads  the head     head’s son   head’s brother   
Single          21       n.a.   n.a.          n.a.                            14  
Monogamist   24       31    20           23         25  
  1st wife   28       36    25            29         33   
  2nd wife           28       30    22           25         29  
  3d+ wife         36       31    24           27         30 
Widow          50       n.a.    n.a.              n.a.         60 
Divorced         28       n.a.    n.a.            n.a.                     31 
Other          30       n.a.               n.a.              n.a.            39 
Unknown         30       n.a.              n.a.           n.a.          34 
                                                                                                                                                 
 
Total          29       31       21           24            28  
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TABLE 11 
Proportions of linked men co-residing with all their wives, by type of marriage and 

relationship to the head of household.  Rural Kolda and Tambacounda 
 

Relationship           Monogamous                Polygynous 
   to head   % linked Numbers  % linked  Numbers 
 
Head of household   81.4    41189    75.7    34865 
 
Head of nucleus    71.3    34720    59.7    11391 
- Son      76.4      13763      65.7        4521     
- Son in law     77.8          257      45.5            33 
- Father      79.3          227       50.0          106 
- Grandson      77.6        2396       62.5          634  
- Brother      79.3      10591      67.7        4127 
- Other relative     73.8        3296      48.7          852 
- Non related     51.0        1938      17.2          407 
- Other Head       8.5        2252      12.7          711 
 
Husbands              69           329 
Visitors        4977        1047 
Unknown           205            53  
 
Total     71.8     81160    69.6     47685 
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TABLE 12 
Proportions of linked women co-residing with their husband, by type of marriage 

and relationship to the head of household.  Rural Kolda and Tambacounda 
 

Relationship to           Monogamous    Polygynous 
head of household % linked Numbers  % linked  Numbers 
 
Wife of  head      88.7    37790    78.7    77923 
 
Wife of nucleus head   82.5    30034    63.1    22934 
- Son      81.4      12915      63.8        9775     
- Son in law     82.3          243      28.9          121 
- Father      81.1          222       56.0          216 
- Grandson      84.5        2199       63.1        1308  
- Brother      84.1        9986      67.0        9008 
- Other relative     81.0        3001      50.3        1729 
- Non related     79.9        1238      34.4          421 
- Other Head     83.0          230      56.5          356 
 
Head of household           624         1029 
Heads of nucleus       5174        5080 
Visitors        6867        6386  
Unknown            87            78  
 
Total     72.4    80576    66.8   113430 
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TABLE 13 
Distribution of age differences between the spouses, by type of union and rank of the 

wife, in percent 
 

Age dif-      Mono-                       Polygynous marriages__________          Total                                          
ference      gamous   1st wife    2nd wife    3rd wife   4th wife     5-7th wife    
(years)   %        %  %   %        %  %  %     
 
< -10   0.2     0.4           0.3    0.4 0.4            0.4   0.3 
-10 to -6   0.4     0.6   0.4   0.5 0.6   0.4   0.5 
-5   to –1   1.1     1.5   1.0   1.3 1.8   2.7   1.2 
0 to 4 10.2            9.6    4.1        3.6 3.8   4.7      8.1         
5 to 9  26.6   22.4 10.9   6.4    5.2   3.1 20.2 
10 to 14 28.6   28.4 19.8 12.6    8.8   9.0 25.2 
15 to 19 14.7   17.5 20.4 15.7  12.8 13.3 16.8 
20 to 24   9.4   11.2 18.1 18.7  15.5 17.2 12.6 
25 to 29   4.2     4.4 11.5 15.5  14.9 14.5   6.8 
30 to 34   2.5     2.6   7.2 11.8  13.3 12.2   4.4 
35 to 39    1.1     0.8   3.4   6.6  10.0 11.0   2.0 
40 to 49   0.7     0.5   2.3   6.1  10.7   6.6   1.5 
50 +   0.1     0.1   0.3   1.0    2.0   4.7   0.3 
Total              100.0        100.0       100.0      100.0       100.0        100.0               100.0  
Average 12.5   12.8 18.3 22.0  24.6 24.6 14.7 
Ns                57283        32554      32554       7433       1464            255            131543  
 


