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NAME 
Edin, Kathryn J 
eRA COMMONS USER NAME 

POSITION TITLE 
Professor 

EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE 
(if applicable) YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 

North Park University, Chicago, IL BA 1984 Sociology 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL MA 1989 Sociology 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL PhD 1991 Sociology 

 
A. Positions and Honors.  
Positions and Employment 
1992-1993 Visiting Scholar, Russell Sage Foundation, New York, NY 
1993-1997 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Rutgers University 
1997-2000 Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania 
2000-2004 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Northwestern University 
2004-2006 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania 
2006-present Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania 
2006-2007 Visiting Professor, JFK School of Government, Harvard University 
 
Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
1999-2002 Panel Member, Panel on Data and Method for Studying the Effects of Social Programs, National 
 Academy of Sciences. 
2000-2003 Editorial Board, American Sociological Review 
2002-present Senior Research Affiliate, National Poverty Center, University of Michigan 
2004-present Panel Member, National Academy of Sciences, Panel on Residence Rules in the U.S. Census 
2005-present Publications Committee, American Sociological Association 
2005-present Council Member, Family Section, American Sociological Association 
2006-present Editorial Board, Annual Review of Sociology 
 
Honors 
 
B. Selected peer-reviewed publications or manuscripts in press (selected publications since XXX) 
1990. Jencks, Christopher and Kathryn Edin. “The Real Welfare Problem”, The American Prospect, 1(1): 31-50. 
1991. Edin, Kathryn. “Surviving the Welfare System: How Welfare Recipients Make Ends Meet in Chicago.” Social 
 Problems, 38(4): 301-312. 
1992. Edin, Kathryn. “Counting Chicago’s Homeless: An Assessment of the Census Bureau’s ‘Street and Shelter Night.’” 
 Evaluation Review, 16(4): 365-375. 
1995. Jencks, Christopher and Kathryn Edin. “Do Poor Women Have the Right to Bear Children?” The American 
 Prospect, 1(20): 43-52. 
1995. Edin, Kathryn. “Single Mothers and Child Support: Possibilities and Limits of Child Support Policy.” Child and Youth 
 Services Review, 17(1/2): 203-230. 
1995. Edin, Kathryn. “The Myths of Dependency and Self-Sufficiency: Women, Welfare, and Low-Wage Work.” Focus, 
 University of Wisconsin-Madison, Institute for Research on Poverty. 17(2): 1-9. 
1997. Edin, Kathryn and Laura Lein. “Welfare, Work, and Economic Survival  Strategies.” American Sociological Review, 
 61: 253-266. 
1997. Edin, Kathryn and Laura Lein. Making Ends Meet: How Single Mothers Survive Welfare and Low-Wage Work. New 
 York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 
1998. Edin, Kathryn and Kathleen Mullan Harris.  “Race Differences in the Process of Working off Welfare.” In Latinas and 
 African-American Women at Work: Race, Gender, and Economic Inequality. Irene Brown, ed. New York: Russell Sage 
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 Foundation. Pp.270-301. 
1998. Edin, Kathryn and Laura Lein. “The Private Safety Net: Welfare Reform, Social Networks, Community Resources, 
 and Family Well-Being.” Housing Policy Debate, 9(3): 541-574. 
1999. Quint, Janet, Kathryn Edin, Maria L. Buck, Barbara Fink, Yolanda Padilla, Olis Simmons-Hewitt, and Mary Eustace 
 Valmont. Big Cities and Welfare Reform: Early Implementation and Ethnographic Findings from the Project on 
 Devolution and Urban Change. New York: Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation. 
2000. Edin, Kathryn. “How Low-Income Single Mothers Talk About Marriage.” Social Problems, 47(1): 112-133. 
2000. Edin, Kathryn. “Few Good Men: Why Low-Income Single Mothers Don’t Get Married.” The American Prospect, 
 11(4): 26-31. 
2001. Scott, Ellen K., Andrew S. London, and Kathryn Edin. “Looking to the Future: Welfare-Reliant Women Talk About 
 Their Job Aspirations in the Context of Welfare Reform.” Journal of Social Issues, 56(4): 727-746. 
2001. Edin, Kathryn. “More than Money: The Role of Assets in the Survival Strategies and Material Well-Being of the 
 Poor.” In Asset Building Among the Poor. Thomas Shapiro and Edward Wolff, eds. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 
 Pp.206-231. 
2001. Edin, Kathryn and Timothy J. Nelson. “Working Steady: Race, Low-Wage Work, and Family Involvement among 
 Non-Custodial Fathers in Philadelphia.” The Problem of the Century: Racial Stratification in the United States at 
 Century’s End. Douglas S. Massey and Elijah Anderson, eds. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 2001. Pp.375-404. 
2001. Edin, Kathryn, Laura Lein, and Timothy J. Nelson. “Taking Care of Business: The Economic Survival Strategies of 
 Low-Income Non-Custodial Fathers.” In Laboring Below the Line. Frank Munger, ed.  New York: Russell Sage 
 Foundation. Pp.125-147. 
2001. Polit, Denise, Rebecca Widom, Kathryn Edin, Stan Bowie, Andrew S. London, Ellen K Scott, Abel Valenzuela. Is 
 Work Enough? The Experiences of Current and Former Welfare Mothers Who Work. New York: Manpower 
 Demonstration Research Corporation. 
2001. Scott, Ellen K, Kathryn Edin, Andrew S. London and Joan Maya Mazelis. “My Children Come First: Welfare-Reliant 
 Women’s Post-TANF Views of Work-Family Tradeoffs and Marriage.” In For Better and For Worse: Welfare Reform and 
 the Well-Being of Children and Families. P. Greg Duncan and Lindsay Chase-Lansdale, eds. New York: Russell Sage 
 Foundation. Pp.132-153. 
2002. Nelson, Timothy J., Susan Clampet-Lundquist, and Kathryn Edin. “Sustaining Fragile Fatherhood: Father 
 Involvement among Low-Income, Non-Custodial, African American Fathers in Philadelphia.” In The Handbook of Father 
 Involvement: Multidisciplinary Perspectives. Catherine Tamis-LeMonda and Natasha Cabrera, eds. Mahwah, NJ: 
 Lawrence Earlbaum Associates. Pp.525-553. 
2003. Clampet-Lundquist, Susan, Kathryn Edin, Andrew London, Ellen Scott, and Vicki Hunter. “Making a Way out of No 
 Way: How Mothers Meet Basic Family Needs while Moving from Welfare to Work.” In Work-Family Challenges for Low 
 Income Parents and Their Children. Ann C. Crouter and Alan Booth, eds. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Earlbaum Associates. 
 Pp.203-242. 
2003. Edin, Kathryn, Timothy J. Nelson, and Rechelle Paranal. “Fatherhood and Incarceration as Potential Turning Points 
 in the Criminal Careers of Unskilled Men.” In Imprisoning America: The Social Effects of Mass Incarceration.” Mary 
 Patillo, David Weiman, and Bruce Western, eds., New York: Russell Sage Foundation. Pp.46-75. 
2003. Michalopoulos, Charles, Kathryn Edin, Barbara Fink, Mirella Landriscina, Denise Polit, Judy Polyne, Lashawn 
 Richburg-Hayes, David Seith, Nandita Verma. Welfare Reform in Philadelphia: Implementation, Effects, and 
 Experiences of Poor Families and Neighborhoods. New York: Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation. 
2003. Edin, Kathryn. “Client-Based Ethnographic Research as a Tool for Implementation Analysis.” In Policy into Action: 
 Implementation Research and Welfare Reform. Mary Claire Lennon and Thomas Corbett, eds. Washington, DC: Urban 
 Institute Press. Pp.165-192. 
2004. Edin, Kathryn, Maria J. Kefalas and Joanna M. Reed. “A Peek inside the Black Box: What Marriage Means for Poor 
 Unmarried Parents.” Journal of Marriage and the Family, 67:1007-1014. 
2004. London, Andrew, Ellen K. Scott and Kathryn Edin. “Juggling Low-Wage Work and Family Life: What Mothers Say 
 about their Children’s Well-being in the Context of Welfare Reform.” Family Relations, 53:148-158. 
2004. Ellen K. Scott, Kathryn Edin, Andrew S. London, and Rebecca Joyce Kissane. "Unstable Work, Unstable Income: 
 Implications for Family Well-Being in the Era of Time-Limited Welfare." Journal of Poverty, 8(1):61-88  
2005. Edin, Kathryn and Maria J. Kefalas. Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put Motherhood before Marriage. 
 Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 
2005. Gibson, Christina, Kathryn Edin and Sara McLanahan. “High Hopes but Even Higher Expectations: A Qualitative 
 and Quantitative Analysis of the Marriage Plans of Unmarried Couples who are New Parents.” Journal of Marriage and 
 Family, 67(5): 130-1312. 
2005. Edin, Kathryn and Joanna M. Reed. “Why Don’t They Just Get Married? Barriers to Marriage among the 
 Disadvantaged.” Future of Children, 15(2): 117-137. 
2005. Edin, Kathryn and Maria J. Kefalas. “Unmarried with Children.” Contexts, Spring. 16-22. 
2005. Edin, Kathryn, Paula England, Emily Fitzgibbons Shafer and Joanna Reed. “Forging Fragile Families: Are the 
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 Pregnancies Planned, Unplanned, or In-Between?” In Unmarried Couples with Children: The Unfolding Lives of New\ 
 Unmarried Urban Parents. Paula England and Kathryn Edin, eds. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, Forthcoming. 
2006. Pashup, Jennifer, Kathryn Edin, Greg Duncan, and Karen Burke. “Take Up in the New Gautreaux Program.” 
 Housing Policy Debate, 18(3/4): 362-392. 
2007. England, Paula and Kathryn Edin, editors. Unmarried Couples with Children: The Unfolding Lives of New 
 Unmarried Urban Parents. New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation, Forthcoming. 
 

C. Research Support  

Ongoing Research Support 
 08/01/06-12/01/09 
Ford Foundaton 
Investing In Enduring Resources:  EITC Allocation Decisions and Responses to Behavioral Incentives 
Role: Co-PI 
 

Completed Research Support 
 03/01/03–12/31-05 
MacArthur Foundation 
Couple Dynamics & Fathers’ Investments in Children 
This qualitative study seeks to understand why some couples with very young children break up while others 
remain together, why some fathers remain actively involved in their parent role while others do not, and how 
couple and parenthood dynamics early in a child’s life affect that child’s development. 
Role: Co-PI 
 
 04/01/03–12/31/05 
Searle Foundation  
Understanding the Effects of High Poverty Neighborhoods on Youth 
Role:  
 
Edin (PI) 
Ford Foundation/MacArthur Foundation 
New Gautreaux.  A Qualitative Study of Participants in Chicago’s New Gautreaux Housing Mobility Program 
Role: PI 
 
 03/01/03–02/28/04 
NBER and the Russell Sage Foundation  
Understanding the Effects of High Poverty Neighborhoods on Youth 
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